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time of the prince's marriage to Princess Irene of Hesse,
he pressed into Henry's hand a slip of paper—he could
not speak any longer, owing to the awful malady which
carried him off,—on which he had written, S£ You at least
have never given me a moment*$ sorrow, and will make as
good a husband as you have been a loving son; '' and when
soon after this Emperor Frederick breathed his last, it was
found that he had left the major part of his fortune either
to Henry directly, or to Empress Frederick, in trust for
this, his favorite son.
This privileged position in the affection of his parents,
aye, and it may be added in the hearts of the German peo-
ple, is due in a large measure to Prince Henry's edu-
cation. He was brought up, so to speak, at sea, and the
moral profession is of all others the one which calls
forth all the best qualities of a man, develops manliness,
and diminishes pride and affectation. Before he was
twenty years of age, he had twice circumnavigated the
globe, visiting every corner of the earth, and carrying the
flag of Germany into regions where it had never been seen
before. This in itself was sufficient to interest Germans in
the young prince, the first of his house to seek adventures
in such far distant climes; and this healthy, manly, inter-
esting mode of life was compared to his advantage with the
somewhat dissipated existence of a young army officer,
which his elder brother, prior to his marriage, indulged in
at Berlin.
Occasionally, stories reached the public through the press
of feats of gallantry performed by the royal sailor, such as
the plunging overboard once in a squall, and at another
time in shark-infested waters, to save drowning sailors;
while every incident which thus became known concerning
the young prince served to confirm his countrymen in the

